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Ms. MURKOWSKI thereupon assumed
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Kentucky is
recognized.

——————

SCHEDULE

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
today we will begin a period of morning
business which will extend well into
the afternoon. A number of Senators
have indicated they will come to the
floor and pay tribute to our colleagues
who will not be running for the 109th
Congress. We certainly want to accom-
modate those requests and have set
aside time accordingly.

At the close of our business this
week, we will print those tributes to
honor our departed colleagues. If Sen-
ators are not available to come to the
floor to deliver their remarks, they are
invited to submit those statements for
the RECORD. Again, they will be printed
as part of this larger document to
which I just referred.

As a reminder, the majority leader
has filed a cloture motion on the mis-
cellaneous tariffs bill. That cloture
vote will occur tomorrow morning. We
expect cloture to be invoked; therefore,
we hope to finish that conference re-
port at an early time on Friday.

In addition, as everyone is aware, we
continue to await completion of the
Omnibus appropriations bill. It is still
our hope and desire to finish our work
on Friday, if at all possible.

———

BIPARTISANSHIP

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
after this month’s historic election, a
lot of political pundits are ardently
trying to figure out what the results
may have meant. I have been in poli-
tics for a period of time, so I would like
to share my point of view on the mat-
ter.

Obviously, people on our side of the
aisle are pleased that the electorate
has returned President Bush for a sec-
ond term, and obviously we are equally
pleased that the larger Republican ma-
jority in both Houses of Congress will
be available to work with the President
next year. The last time a reelected
President returned to office with larger
majorities of his party in both the
House and the Senate was back in 1936
when President Roosevelt was running
for reelection the first time. If the
American people suddenly speak louder
than they have in 70 years, I think it is
clear that they would like to see some
action.

The voters didn’t send any of us Re-
publicans or Democrats up here just to
sit in these chairs. They sent us here to
get things accomplished. Republicans
can’t and shouldn’t do that alone. We
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will need to cooperate with our col-
leagues across the aisle to produce re-
sults, which is what we were sent here,
of course, to do.

Soon Republicans will fill 55 seats in
this Chamber. That is a nice number
but it is not 60. And it often takes 60,
as we all know. Frequently—actually
most of the time—it takes 60 to get re-
sults in the Senate.

So to our Democratic friends on the
other side, let me say we want to work
with you. The voters expect us to work
in a bipartisan manner to make our
country more secure, our economic op-
portunities more plentiful, and our
common values more respected. To do
that, we need your support, and we will
work to earn it.

Last week, Senator LIEBERMAN, a
good friend of mine and a good friend of
many of us in the Senate, came to my
hometown of Louisville, KY, where he
spoke at the University of Louisville,
my alma mater, where he gave an out-
standing speech. In it he said:

It is critically important that we put first
things first, and national interests ahead of
our party interests.

I commend the Senator from Con-
necticut for his exemplary spirit of
goodwill. I think that is a good guide-
post for all of us as we begin the 109th
Congress in January.

I say to my Democratic friends that
we are all willing to work with them in
that same spirit which JOE LIEBERMAN
outlined. Together, we are going to ac-
complish great things of which this
body can truly be proud.

We will have hard tasks ahead of us.
The Social Security system is a speed-
ing train heading for a brick wall and
really must be set right for future gen-
erations. The tax system is burden-
some and unfair and must be re-
invented to fit our 21st century econ-
omy. We have to finish the job in Iraq
so we can bring our troops home safely
and with honor.

We have tackled tough challenges be-
fore. Working together—Republicans
and Democrats—successfully reformed
the welfare system and put millions of
Americans on the path to self-reliance
and financial stability. Working to-
gether—Republicans and Democrats—
projected American power into the
former Yugoslavia to halt the killing
of innocents and provide humanitarian
aid. Working together—Republicans
and Democrats—we moved the brutal
Taliban regime from Afghanistan and
struck a fatal blow against al-Qaida.

Now we have a chance to make his-
tory again. Republicans are not likely
to accomplish much alone. The same is
true for our Democrat colleagues. This
Senate should heed America’s call for
action. The voters of our States didn’t
send us here to simply mark time.
They sent us here to build a better
America for our sons and daughters,
and future generations yet to come.

As we move forward, this new Con-
gress must be prepared to get to work,
and to get to work on a bipartisan
basis.

November 18, 2004
I yield the floor. what

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will be a period for the transaction of
morning business with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes
each.

The Senator from New Jersey.

————

BIPARTISANSHIP

Mr. CORZINE. Madam President,
first, let me say that it is this Sen-
ator’s personal desire, following the
comments the Senator from Kentucky
has so ably given, that we came here to
try to make things better for the world
in the years beyond and for our chil-
dren. So much of what he talk about—
whether it is Social Security or the
Tax Code or our needs and in foreign
policy—does require that we work to-
gether.

I commend the Senator for his com-
ments. We do have to work together as
we go forward.

In fact, one of the things I want to
talk about, and why I came to the Sen-
ate, one of the areas is where biparti-
sanship and joint effort has been funda-
mental to raising an issue, framing it,
and getting it in front of the American
people. I come to the Senate today to
talk about the genocide in Darfur,
Sudan, and what we, the United States
of America, are going to be doing about
it.

Today, the U.N. Security Council is
meeting in Nairobi, Kenya, to discuss
Sudan and to seek the end of the civil
war between the north and the south.
This is a good thing and I congratulate
Ambassador Danforth, in particular,
for his personal efforts in making this
possibility real and tangible.

Multilateral diplomacy 1is critical.
Peace between north and south is an
important component of an overall po-
litical solution for the Sudan. At the
end of the day, if we do not stop the
killing in Darfur—which is independent
in many ways from the north-south
issue—if we do not stop the genocide,
then we fail.

Members will hear me say repeatedly
words are important; deeds are a re-
ality. Lives are at stake. What greater
moral imperative can we have than to
stop genocide? What greater moral fail-
ure can there be than allowing geno-
cide to occur? The death toll is mount-
ing in Darfur with all kinds of esti-
mates—70,000, over 100,000, 125,000.

The issue is stark: life or death.
Deeds, not words, are what matters.
History will judge us based on whether
we actually stop this genocide—not
whether we gave great speeches or
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